“Last week, a woman arrived at the Chemung County Humane Society & SPCA in New York to surrender a stray cat
she found about eight months ago,” said Kate Fuller, shelter spokesperson. “He couldn’t get along with another cat in
the home. Turns out Tom had a microchip, and better yet, an owner.” Angie Norton of Horseheads, NY was
overjoyed when she got word her cat was found.
Tom belongs to Angie’s son, Richard. When he went missing, the family posted fliers and even visited local shelters
to see if he had made his way to one of them. When the family moved into a new home, Angie called the shelter to
update her contact information in the event Tom was found.
“Last year alone, the Chemung County Humane Society & SPCA had eight to 10 cases of animals coming into the
shelter with microchips that had outdated information,” said Kate. “Those animals were never reunited with their
original owners.” Shelter employees were able to reach Angie the day Tom arrived. Angie picked up Tom that
afternoon and planned to surprise her children with the good news.
“This just goes to show you how important pet identification really is,” Kate said. As a PetPoint shelter, each animal is
to be microchipped with a 24PetWatch chip before they arrive in their new home. “Angie did the right thing by
updating her information when her family moved. If she hadn’t done that, Tom probably never would have found his
way home.”
Our family of PetPoint organizations understand the importance of microchipping and support our commitment to the
safe return of all pets through active pet identification. In the United States there are no legislated requirements to
microchip companion animals, however, compulsory microchipping has been adopted by several communities when
pets are reclaimed or along with dangerous dog statutes.
In other parts of the world, governments have passed laws requiring chipping. In an effort to reduce the number of
stray dogs in England the British government recently passed a new law requiring all dogs to be microchipped by
2016.
The law is being put in place to increase the number of lost pet reunions, and to ultimately relieve charities and local
authorities of the burden of caring for the more than 100,000 dogs lost or abandoned each year. In Britain, it is
estimated that the stray dog problem alone costs tax payers £57 million a year or approximately $85.5 million U.S.
dollars. While many of the details have yet to be worked out, the government has said that a fine of up to £500 will be
issued to owners who refuse to comply with the changes to the Animal Welfare Act. In U.S. dollars that would be a
fine of approximately $750 per offense.
England is not the first country to put in place compulsory microchipping:
•

Many countries have introduced national compulsory microchipping for dogs including: France, Denmark,
Slovenia, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Spain, Portugal, Canada, Hong Kong, Israel and Japan. In other
countries, certain regions or areas have done so, for example, Prague in the Czech Republic, and several
states in Australia have put in place such legislation.

•

In some European countries with compulsory microchipping, there are high levels of compliance with 8090% of dogs estimated to be microchipped. Evidence available from countries that have introduced
compulsory microchipping indicates clear welfare benefits, particularly in terms of increased proportions of
stray dogs being returned to their owners.

•

In Sweden it is a legal requirement for dogs to be registered and permanently identified at four months of
age. Dogs must be registered with the Swedish authorities within four weeks of being transferred to a new

owner. As a consequence, over 90% of stray dogs are reunited with their owners within 24 hours of being
collected by the authorities. Northern Ireland put into place similar legislation in April 2012. All dogs in
Northern Ireland have to be microchipped when their license is renewed.

The British government has projected that the new rules will help achieve near-universal coverage of British dogs
within little more than a decade. Recent surveys estimate there to be 8.3 million dogs in Britain with more than half
already microchipped. In the U.K. the animal welfare community supported and pushed for the legislation seeing it as
another method of decreasing euthanasia in the shelters.
In Canada the National Companion Animal Coalition (NCAC) was established to ensure that standards and
processes in regards to microchip technology were adhered too, which promotes maximum long-term recovery
potential of companion animals. The Canadian standard came into effect December 1, 2004 and is based on ISO
microchips, accompanying databases and compatible readers. Only those RFID products that have been submitted
for review and have been deemed in conformity with the Canadian standard will be recognized as suitable for
companion animal identification. Only ISO microchips are acceptable under the Canadian standard.
Instituting community wide microchipping as part of licensing programs could have real and sustained effects on the
number of pets in shelters and in the long run save money for municipalities and private not for profits.

Did you know?
You could win a trip for two just for being a PetPoint partner! PetPoint recently announced two contests, each giving
two lucky winners the chance to travel abroad. The two contests, PetPoint 2000 and 24Petwatch in Vitre 2013, will
each grant two lucky people from the winning organization a trip of a lifetime. Click here for more details and how to
participate.
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